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Northern Rhodesia murderers often inflicted shocking mutila-
tions on the bodies of their victims. " This was done, it is
said, to prevent the spirit of the murdered person from
exacting vengeance, and even if only the joint of the first or
the little finger were cut off, such mutilation would suffice
for this purpose."l These examples suggest that many other
mutilations which savages practise on their dead enemies
may spring, not from the blind fury of hatred, but from
a cool calculation of the best mode of protecting them-
selves against the very natural resentment of the ghosts;
by mutilating the corpse they apparently hope to maim the
ghost and so to render him incapable of harming them.
At all events it appears that in certain circumstances some
savages treat the dead bodies of men and beasts much alike,
by hamstringing them in order to prevent their ghosts from
getting up and walking. So consistent and impartial is the
primitive philosopher in his attitude to the spirit world.

1 C. Gouldsbury and H. Sheanc, Tfa Great Plateau of Northern Rhodesia.
(London, 1911), p. 126.